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first President of the All-Russian Republic. This assertion
of mine may appear fantastic* but it is nevertheless true,
I was seeking His Majesty was told, to associate my own
name, and not his, with the measures which were to pacify
the Kmpire. To thwart my evil plans, it was necessary to
publish the manifesto. "Let us make use of Witte's ideas;
later on we ean get rid of him." That is how, I imagine,
the Kmperor's intimate counsellors argued.
While negotiating with me, His Majesty was secretly
conferring with other statesmen*   In fact, he simultaneously
conducted two independent sets of conferences with two
political groups holding strongly opposed views and headed
respectively hy myself and (Jorcmykin, the man who was
destined to succeed me as Prime Minister.   This double-
dealing exasperated inc.   It was clear to me that even in
these critical circumstances His Majesty was incapable of
playing fair*   I latl Kmperor Nicholas in those decisive days
acted with uprightness and good faith, as behooves a Rus-
sian Czar, much misunderstanding and misery would have
been avoided,   Had Goremykin and I been given a chance
for an open and frank exchange of opinions, the common
feeling of responsibility would have surely compelled us to
take a more or less balanced decision, in spite of the wide
divergence of our political views and sympathies.   But as
we were engaged in a hide-and-seek game, events were nat-
urally developing by fits and starts, and documents of his-
toric importance were drawn up hurriedly and without the
care and caution which the significance of the subject
demanded*
On October 16 I had a telephonic conversation with
Baron Frederichs. It had come to my knowledge, I told
him, that conferences were taking place in Peterhof with
Goremykin and Baron Budberg, and that a number of
alterations in my version of the manifesto were being con-
templated. I had nothing against these changes, I assured